BISMARCK

so little intelligible to the people as that of Russia in
its foreign relations, and with the coercion which is easily
exercised upon it. The whole influence which Gortcha-
koff, spurred on by chagrin and envy at his former col-
league, the German Chancellor, exercised in Russia with
the support of French sympathisers and their French con-                    l

nexions (Vannovski, Obrucheff) was strong enough to rep-
resent in the press, with the Moscow ' Viedomosti' at its
head, an appearance of indignation at the injury which
Russia through German perfidy suffered at the Berlin con-
ference. But the fact is that no wish was expressed by
Russia at the Berlin congress which Germany would not                    I

have proposed for acceptance if circumstances required,                     '

by energetic representation to the English Prime Minis-
ter, notwithstanding that the latter was ill and kept his
bed a good deal. Instead of being thankful for this, it
was found conducive to Russian policy, under the leader-
ship of the worn-out but nevertheless still morbidly vain
Prince Gortchakoff and of the Moscow newspapers, to work                    |

on towards a further estrangement between Russia and                    j

Germany, for which there is not the slightest necessity in                    I

the interest of either one or the  other of  these  great                    j

adjoining empires.    We envy one another nothing, and                   \

have nothing to win from one another which we could turn
to account. Our reciprocal relations are only endan-                   |

gered by personal feelings, such as those of Gortchakoff
were, and those of high Russian military men are, owing                   j

to their French connexions;  or by royal losses of temper                   ?

such as those which came about before the Seven Years'
war owing to the sarcastic remarks of Frederick the
Great about the Empress of Russia. For this reason                   (

the personal relations of the monarchs of the two coun-                   $
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